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frfalaa &1 2= # srae S|
The call to merge the Railway Budget with the General Budget is justified.
The Indian example of a separate railway budget has no parallel elsewhere. Railways
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is just another infrastructure Ministry and must be treated as such. Railway finances
are shown in the General Budget and there.1s N0 case to continue with a British era
tradition that had its own logic then.

The practice of a separate Railway Budget dates back to 1924, when 70% of
total government expenditure was meant for the Railways. Since then, the Indian
economy has diversified and budgetary priorities have shifted. So, why is Railways
treated in a special category? Clearly, itis not for economic or administrative reasons.
The Railways is perceived by politicians as an entity useful to dispense patronage
and further their political career. The Ministry is among the world’s largest employers
and the Minister is seen as someone able to provide jobs. The Railway Budget
speech provides a great stage for the Minister to address his constituents directly.
Populist announcements, often with an eye on impending elections, most often

characterize the Railway Minister’s budget speech. (10 3ip)

Wﬂmﬁﬁﬁﬁsﬁuﬁ%aﬁ-ﬁwﬁmﬁﬁm%ﬁa’m (5 3i)

1. 3 2. TEE 3. g

4, HHA 5. Rig 6. el

7. <gal

RrefeRea amdl/areie & fog us o= fad | (5 i)
¥ ¥ v IR B 1ol

Rt e 950 AU Bl

(10 3iF)
1. I &l @Il 2. <fd gg Hll
3. Ted IR gl Bl 4. A1 H H ©eAT
5. ers H sl 6. ®edl & a SeT|
7. RR R T TR &
ﬁwﬁﬁamﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmmﬁéﬁaﬁwﬁﬁ@ (5 3i%)
1. Ty 2. qfed 3. 3T :
4. IR 5. 3EgHN 6. 3Tau
7. 43

Ma AT 1




CAAE - 1 (E)

COMMON ASSISTANT ACCOUNTS OFFICER EXAMINATION, 2010

FEBRUARY, 2011

PRECIS, DRAFT AND GRAMMAR

Time Allowed : 3 Hours Maximum Marks : 100

Note :

This question paper contains 4 pages and has 6 questions.

1.

Make a précis of the following passage and give an appropriate title.
(40 marks)

India is heading headlong towards economic success and
modernization, counting on high-tech industries such as information
technology and biotechnology to propel the nation to prosperity. India’s main
competitors - especially China but also Singapore, Taiwan and South Korea
- are investing in large and differentiated higher education systems. They are
providing access to large number of students at the bottom of the academic
system while at the same time building some research based Universities
that are able to compete with the world’s best Institutions. These countries
are positioning themselves for leadership in the knowledge-based economies
of the coming era.

There was a time when countries could achieve economic success
with cheap labour and low-tech manufacturing. Low wages still help, but
contemporary large-scale development requires a sophisticated and at least
partly knowledge-based economy. India has chosen that path, but will find a
major stumbling block in its university system.

India has significant advantages in the 21st century knowledge race.
It has a large higher education sector - the third largest in the world in student
numbers, after China and the United States. It uses English as a primary
language of higher education and research and has a long academic tradition.
There are a small number of hign quality Institutions, Departments, and
Centres that can form the basis of quality sector in higher education. The fact
that the States, rather than the Central Government, exercise major
responsibility for higher education creates a rather cumbersome structure,
but the system allows for a variety of policies and approaches.
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Yet the weaknesses far outweigh the strengths. India educates
approximately 10 per cent of its young people in higher education compared
with more than half in the major industrialized countries and 15 per cent in
China. Almost all of the world’s academic systems resemble a pyramid, with
a small high quality tier at the top and massive sector at the bottom. India
has a tiny top tier. None of its Universities occupies a solid position at the top.
Afew of the best Universities have some excellent Departments and Centres,
and there is a small number of outstanding Undergraduate Colleges. At
present, the world-class Institutions are mainly limited to the Indian Institutes
of Technology (1!Ts), the Indian Institutes of Management (lIMs) and perhaps i
a few others such as the All India Institute of Medical Sciences and the Tata
Institute of Fundamental Research etc have good repu.ation.

India’s Colleges and Universitites, with just a few exceptions, have
become large, under-funded, ungovernable institutions. At many of tk~—,
politics has intruded into campus life, influencing academic appointments
and decisions across levels. Under-investment in libraries, information
technology, laboratories and classrooms makes it very difficult to provide
top-quality instruction or engage in cutting-edge research.

SRR i e -

The rise in the number of part-time teachers and the freeze on new
full-time appointments in many places has affected morale in the academic o
profession. The lack of accountability means that teaching and research
performance is seldom measured. The system provides few incentives to -’ 
perform. Bureaucratic inertia hampers change. Student unrest and occasional '
faculty agitation disrupt operations. Nevertheless, with a semblance of
normality, faculty administrators are able to provide teaching, coordinate I
examinations and award degrees. : (e
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Even the small top tier of higher education faces serious problems.
Many HT graduates, well trained in technology, have chosen not to contribute
their skills to the burgeoning technology sector in India. Perhaps half leave
the country immediately upon graduation to pursue advanced study abroad
— and most do not return. A stunning 86 per cent of students in science and
technology fields from India who obtain degrees in the United States do not
return home immediately following their study. Another significant group, of
about 30 per cent, decides to earn MBAs in India because local salaries are
higher — and are lost to science and technology. A corps of dedicated and
able teachers work at the 1ITs and liMs, but the lure of jobs abroad and in the
private sector make it increasingly difficult to lure the best and brightest to
the academic profession.
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Few in India are thinking creatively about higher education. Academic
Institutions and systems have become large and complex. They need good
data, careful analysis and creative ideas. In China, more than two-dozen
higher education research Centres and several Government Agencies are

involved in higher education policy.

India has survived with an increasingly mediocre higher education
system for decades. Now as India strives to compete in a global economy in
areas that require highly trained professionals, the quality of higher education
becomes increasingly important. So far, India’s large educated population
base and its reservoir of atieast moderately well-trained university graduates
have permitted the country to move ahead. But the competition is fierce.
China in particular is heavily investing in improving its best universities with
the aim of making a small group of them world class in the coming decade
and making a larger number internationally competitive Research
Universitities. Other Asian countries are also upgrading higher education
with the aim of building world-class universities.

To compete successfully in the knowledge-based economy of the 21st
century, India needs enough universities that not only produce bright
graduates for export but can also support sophisticated research in a number
of scientific and scholarly fields and produce at least some of the knowledge
and technology needed for an expanding economy. How can India build a
higher education system that will permit it to join developed economies? The
newly emerging private sector in higher education cannot spearhead
academic growth. Several of the well-endowed and effectively managed
private institutions maintain reasonably high standards, although it is not
clear that these institutions will be able to sustain themselves in the long run.
They can help produce well-qualified graduates in such fields as
management, but they cannot form the basis for comprehensive research
universities. This sector lacks the resources to build the facilities required for
quality instruction and research in the sciences. Nor can enough money be
earned by providing instruction in the mainstream arts and sciences
disciplines. Most of the private institutions do not focus on advanced training
in the sciences.

India cannot build internationally recognized research-oriented
universities overnight, but the country has the key elements in place to begin
and sustain the process. We need to ensure that more Universities that are
being established can compete internationally to fully participate in the new
world economy. Without these competent Universities, India is destined to
remain a scientific backwater. (1067 words)

Draft a D.O. letter from Secretary (Higher Education) to the Education
Secretaries of the State Governments asking their comments on various
steps taken by the State Government to improve the quality of higher
education in Univergities and also their suggestions to make Indian
Universities globally competent. (25 marks)
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3. Fill in the blanks with suitable prepositions. (5 marks)

(a) He wore a turban made ................. silk.

(b) A grassy meadow stretched ................ us.

(c) Nobody likes a person ..................... a bad temper.

(d)  They sat for a while .......ccooveeen the river bank.

(e)  He could not attend school .......c........... his father’s serious iliness.
4, Write meaning and make sentences using the following words-Any five.

(10 marks)

(a) Connivance (b) Probe

(c) Alumnus (d)  Opinion

(e)  Exception (f)  Tofret over

(9) Breakthrough
5. Fill in the blanks with the correct tense of the verb given in bracket.

(10 marks)

(a) Everybody .....cccceennnn. to enjoy life. (Wish)

() | must cosssnn it out clearly. (Speak)

(c) The Rajah ............ no cows to be slaughtered in his territory. (Allow)

(d) The robber .......... out a knife and frightened the old man. (Take)

(e) This is the house that Jack ............. (Build)

() When | was a bachelor, | ................. by myself. (Live) -

(g) Rama asked Hari if he would .......... places with him. (Change)

(h) Abdul said that he had ............... .. that picture. (See)

(i) Since that is the case, | shall .............. you. (Excuse)

() They............. with the morning lark, and labour till almost dark. (Rise)
6. Fill in the blanks with appropriate conjunctions. (10 marks)

a. | waited for my friend ................. he came.

b.  Answer the first question ............ you proceed further.

c. He found his watch ........... he had left it.

Ao o you wish it, it shall be done.

e. Grievances can not be redressed ........ccccceeeee. they are known.

f. Hewas all right; .............. he was fatigued.

o PO you tell me the truth, | shall punish you.

GO o T (s ——— you will not overtake him.

i. i =l 1o [P ————— he should be killed.

j.  You will getthe prize ......ccoovveiennne you deserve it.
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